Senate Votes No Military Aid to Repressive Gov'ts
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MASS ARRESTS, TORTURES
CONTINUE UNABATED

By MA. FLOR SEPULVEDA

The regime's punitive campaign launched last
month against the growing opposition mounted by
striking workers, students, squatters and clergy,
has showed no sign of let-up. Despite the news
blackout imposed by the dictatorship, reports
smuggled out of the country reveal mass arrests of
more than 500 patriots and the merciless torture
and incarceration of some political prisoners in sec-
ret military ‘‘safehouses."’

Among those recently arrested was Nelia San-
cho, an ex-detaine and former international beauty
qQueen, who is reportedly being tagged as head of
the finance committee of the Communist Party of
the Philippines (CPP) in Cagayan de Oro. Her ar-
rest led to the capture of seven other suspected
CPP members who came to her apartment.

During the same period, the. gov’'t. began a
crackdown on elements opposing the construction
of the controversial Chico River Dam Project in
Kalinga-Apayao. (The dam threatens to displace
thousands of northern tribefolk who occupy the
land projected for the dam’s site. Among those ar-
rested were Miraflor Parpan and Steve Magganon,
both anthropologists, and Silverio Dalupi, a relig-

ious worker. The arrests were made in accordance
with a Marcos directive on Jan. 11, ordering he de-
tention of anyone interfering with the operations of
the hydro-electric power project.

Further reports reveal the use of torture on those
recently arrested, especially leading elements of
the anti-fascist resistance. Jose Luneta and Satur
Ocampo, tagged by the regime as top CPP officials
are reportedly being tortured in an undisclosed mil-
itary ‘‘safehouse,’’ in an effort to make them di-
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vulge the whereabouts of other top ranking CPP
officials.

A relative of Luneta described his condition as
critical: his legs were covered with cigarette burns
and his neck was turning black from electrocution.
Another detainee, an NPA woman commander, Lu
Roque, is reportedly receiving intravenous dextrose
feedings after being severely tortured in .Camp
Olivas.

Informed sources in Thailand have also reported
the arrests of three churchpersons, Linda Santiago,
Winnie Zampra and Eliseo Telles Jr. T. latter per-
son is reportedly being held incommunicado in an
undisclosed military camp. Charged with subver-
sion and murder, his distraught wife and relatives
fear he might be killed because of the gravity of the
charges against him. It is also suspected that Linda
Santiago, wife of Dr. Roger Posadas a physicist and
suspected head of the CPP’s explosives movement,

(continued on page 5)

U.S. GROUPS PROTEST MASS ARRESTS
IN THE PHILIPPINES !

Nationwide pickets were held to protest the recent waves of arrests of workers, students, squatters, and clergy
in the Philippines. Demonstrators in New York (L) and in Chicago (R) demanded the release of the 500 Filipinos

arrested by the martial law gov't early this year. Se@ back page. for complete coverage.

Puerto Rico:.
The Struggle for Freedom
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Foreign Correspondent Reveals Massacre,

Tortures in Philippines

By TERESITA BAUTISTA

A major blow was dealt against the Marcos dic-
tatorship last Feb. 17 when the US Senate passed
the Human Rights Amendment to the 1976 Military
Foreign Aid Bill. The amendment will prohibit the
Ford administration from giving military assistance
to any country found to be consistently violating the
human rights of its citizens.

The significance of the amendment was under-
scored by Severina Rivera, Washington Liaison of
the Anti Martial Law Coalition (Philippines), who
said: ‘'The amendment to the military aid bill is
considerably stronger than the amendment to the
economic assistance act passed last year, inasmuch
as it includes specific provisions for its implemen-
tation and even calls for the creation of a special
office to implement it.”’

The Human Rights Amendment was passed by a
margin of 70 to 21 votes. Sen. Alan Cranston
(D-Calif.), sponsor of the amendment, specifically
mentioned the Philippine martial law gov't. as
repressive during the heated Senate floor debate
that took place. When Sen. John Towers (R-Texas)
proposed another amendment that would dilute the
strength of the ‘‘human rights’’ proviso, Sen. Hu-
bert Humphrey (D-Minn.) argued strongly against
Towers' proposal, stating that military dictator-
ships should no longer be allowed to violate the
human rights of their citizens.

Last summer, the Philippines, together with S.
Korea, was clearly established to be a repressive
gov't. by the House Subcommittee in Int’l Or-
ganizations during its hearings in June and July,
19765.

Passage of the entire military aid package with
the ‘‘human rights'’ amendment is contingent on a
similar version passing in the House, then going on
to the Senate-House Conference Committee for

(continued on page 5)

Jan. 25 Statement
WORKERS DECRY
GOV'T HARASSMENT

The following statement uS “reprinted from
Sign of the Times, publication of the Association of
Major Religious Superiors in the Philippines.

Fellow Workers:

Thousands of us are prepared to assemble today
to ask the President the following demands: An
P8.00-across-the-board increase in workers’ wages;
the lowering of the prices of commodities, es-
pecially of oil and gasoline; and the granting in full,
of the one-month bonus.

These demands are not excessive. These are not
enough to alleviate our living conditions. There are
but to soften the impact of worsening economic sit-
uation on our already miserable conditions.

However, several incidents occurred recently
which only affitms the military’s policy of pre-
venting workers’ collective action in pushing their
demands, whatever the cost may be.

ARRESTS, HARASSMENT

Leaders of workers who have fought for the re-
lease of their one-month bonus were either threat-
ened, dismissed from work, or arrested and de-
tained by the military. These happened in Genbag,
Riverside Mills Corporation, Synthetic Textile,
Greenfields Shirt Factory, La Suerte Cigar and
Cigarette Factory, Gelmart Industries, Solid Mills,
La Tondena, Lirag Textile and other factories.

At the San Felipe Neri Church, the military de-
tained and grilled all those who attended the peace-
ful assembly of workers, where the abovemention-
ed demands were discussed.

In San Rafael, Navotas, where almost all fac-
(continued on page 5)
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